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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

 
 

Kiremt update 
Kiremt (June-September) rains started early in parts of central and eastern Ethiopia, while 
they started on time in the western half of the 
country. The good rains in June, except in 
western Afar, eastern Amhara and southern 
Tigray, improved water and pasture availability, 
and benefitted land preparation for short 
maturing meher crops. However, inadequate 
rainfall in northern and eastern Ethiopia in the 
first half of July threatened to reverse these 
improvements (see map. Source: National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - 
NOAA). Weather forecasts indicate that the rains 
are unlikely to improve in the coming two weeks, 
especially in north eastern Afar, northern Somali 
and the lowlands of East and West Hararge 
zones of Oromia. July is the planting season for 
short maturing meher crops. The on-going El 
Niño phenomenon will continue to negatively 
affect rainfall patterns until the first quarter of 
2016 (80 per cent probability). For more information, contact fews.ethiopia@fews.net 
 
Request for water treatment chemical support 
Meanwhile, there is an increasing risk of water-related diseases in areas where the 
seasonal rains in May and June filled surface water sources. In Oromia, zonal authorities 
in areas where communities are reportedly consuming water from these unprotected 
sources, put forth requests to the Regional Water Bureau for water treatment chemical 
support. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org    
 

Funding update 
Given the deteriorated humanitarian context in the 
country following failed belg (mid-February-May) rains, 
the beneficiary figure is expected to increase for the 
remainder of 2015, and with it, the financial 
requirements to respond to the increased needs. This 
is worrying given existing funding shortfalls.  
 
As of 21 July, the 2015 Humanitarian Requirements 
Document (HRD) was 56 per cent funded, including 
US$41 million carried over from 2014. For more 
information, contact ocha-eth@un.org  
 

180 South Sudanese refugees arriving per day  
South Sudanese refugees continue to arrive in western Ethiopia at a daily arrival rate of 
180 people. Some 6,269 people arrived in July, up from 2,514 people in June. As of 21 
July, 214,348 South Sudanese were hosted in Gambella region, including 169,001 
sheltered in refugee camps; 35,273 living with host communities; and 10,074 people at 
border entry points awaiting relocation to camps. Of the new arrivals, 90 per cent are 
women and children and 66 per cent children, including 19,501 unaccompanied or 
separated children.     
 
Site clearance of the new camp (Pugnido II) will start this week. Upon completion, the 
camp will accommodate 50,000 people. Pending its development, the Government and 
partners are assisting new arrivals at Matar way station. However, gaps in food, water, 
shelter, health service and mosquito nets are reported. Following the cholera outbreak in 
South Sudan, health partners in Gambella are working with the Government to implement 
preventive and control measures, including awareness raising and drug pre-positioning 
by UNICEF. For more information, contact gegziabk@unhcr.org 
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 The on-going El Niño 

phenomenon will continue 
to negatively affect rainfall 
patterns until the first 
quarter of 2016.  
 

 The relief food beneficiary 
figure is expected to 
increase for the remainder 
of 2015. The HRD mid-
year review is tentatively 
scheduled to be launched 
in mid-August. 
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outbreak in South Sudan, 
health partners in 
Gambella are working with 
the Government to 
implement preventive and 
control measures, including 
awareness raising and 
drug pre-positioning by 
UNICEF. 
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